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Topical Paper

Computers and Criminal Justice (CRIMJ-1165)
As part of your overall class evaluation, you are required to conduct an examination of some course-related topic. The research paper constitutes 20-percent of your final grade. Therefore, you should begin planning and preparing well in advance of its due date, i.e., Sunday, Dec. 6 @ 11:59 p.m. CST.
Select something that interests you, as that will make for a robust and interesting paper. A few approved topics would include, but are not limited to, online solicitation of children and the criminal justice response, cyber-stalking, carder sites, file sharing and the recent civil penalties imposed by the recording industry, cyber-hate, cyber-terrorism, online scams (auction fraud, phishing scams, Nigerian 911 letter, postal forwarding/reshipping scam, and the recent ‘Congratulations, You’ve Won an Xbox), hacktivism, data breaches, etc. It is highly recommended that you contact Professor Ramirez-Thompson (thompsne@cod.edu or via Remind), to verify that you have selected an appropriate topic.
It is important to connect the selected topic to some element of the course. That is, implicitly identify course-related material throughout as that demonstrates a familiarity with the course material. For example, you might develop a paper on cyberbullying and reference material found within Chapter 8; most specifically, operationalization of cyberbullying, citation of high profile cases, and a description of the law enforcement response.

Basic Components
· Title page (not part of the five-page requirement)
· Introduction (an abstract is NOT required)

· Five pages of original work (direct quotes do NOT add to the final page count). Be advised that pages beyond 5.5 are not reviewed.

· A References or Bibliography section that includes at least 10 reliable sources (Wikipedia is NOT a reliable source)

· Use citations that substantiate all statements of fact

· Formatted in a way that meets minimum collegiate-level expectations, e.g., APA or MLA

· ONLY 12 font

· ONLY Times New Roman

· ONLY double-space, no additional spaces before or after sentences or between paragraphs (FYI: I read everything in a formatting view)

· 1-inch margins

· NO running headings & do not insert spaces into the heading or footer

Hard copies are not required; however, electronic copies are mandatory. That is, I will not review any paper that is not submitted through the course Blackboard site or in some extraordinary situations emailed. I will activate a link within the course Blackboard site prior to the paper’s due date as to provide for unlimited upload attempts.

MISC.

· PDF copies are NOT acceptable

· Links to a shared file, e.g., Google Docs are NOT acceptable

· Only MS Word or another editable format that complies with those formatting requirements listed above is acceptable

· If an uploaded file is blank, the paper is deemed late if re-submitted after the stated deadline and subject to a 50% deduction.

· If an uploaded file is not retrievable; that is, I can not download the file on a COD issued machine, the paper is deemed late and subject to a 5% per day penalty

· Cited Literature, References, graphics, Abstract, and/or Preface sections are not part of the five-page requirement.
I will not review documents that are submitted only in pdf. Meaning, you are welcome to provide both, but I must have the ability to view all formatting settings within the document. The reason for this requirement is such a format impairs the ability to provide substantive feedback directly into the document.
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